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VALLEY VIEW POND Q&A 
 

 
 

This item will be discussed under the First Reading portion of the agenda at the  
July 17, 2012 Village Council meeting.  

 
1. Please provide a history of the pond including Village maintenance activities. 
  
Date Action Village 

Expense 
1977 Village approves Valley View Estates Subdivision. The Downers Grove Park District agrees 

to own and maintain the pond provided that the pond is constructed to certain pre-
determined standards. 

  

1978- 
1987 

Developer attempts to construct the pond according to the Village and Park District 
standards. 

 

1988 Village accepts ownership of the pond in response to litigation filed by the developer against 
the Park District and the Village. 

 

1992 Village installs rip-rap around the perimeter of the pond to reduce erosion. $48,698
2006 Village dredges the east side of the pond near the inlet and replaces the stormwater pipe 

that feeds the pond. 
$39,500

2009 Village installs two aerators to improve water quality. $11,689

2009 Village performs aquatic algae control $2,860

2010 Village explores hydraulic and mechanical dredging of the pond.  
2010 Village performs algaecide to reduce algae in the pond $328

2010 Village manually removes algae. $6,869

2010 Aerator electricity $1,274

2010 Aerator parts $1,217

2010 Village performs 40 hours of maintenance on the aerator $850

2011 Village consultant prepares concept report on dredging methods and approximate cost. $667

2011 Village consultant prepares a report on the condition and characteristics of the pond 
sediment. 

$6,500

2011 Village consultant prepares report exploring the potential of naturalizing the pond as an 
alternative to dredging. 

$3,984 

2011 Aerator electricity $985

2011 Village performs 40 hours of maintenance on the aerator $850

2012 Village consultant prepares a supplemental report on the condition and characteristics of the 
pond sediment. 

$3,155

  Expense Total $129,426
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2. What is the difference between the Valley View Estates Pond and Barth & Prince Ponds? 
 
Barth and Prince Ponds, which are owned by the Downers Grove Park District, are subject to an Intergovernmental 
Agreement (IGA) between the Village and the Park District executed in 1987. The IGA states that the Village and 
District will work together to maintain bodies of water owned by either party. Specifically, the Park District is 
responsible for: 
 

● Maintaining shrubs, grass and trees and other land areas 
● Maintaining the edge of the water area including prevention and repair of land erosion 
● Maintaining District owned equipment located on a public lake site 
● Maintaining water quality, including control of aquatic vegetation, pollution due to stagnation and 

mosquitoes. 
 
The Village is responsible for: 
 

● Maintaining stormwater structures 
● Periodic removal of accumulated silt 
● Establishment of measures to control and alleviate silt accumulation 

 
Pursuant to the agreement, the Village is currently working with the Park District to address accumulated silt in 
Barth Pond. Valley View Estates pond is not subject to the agreement as it came into Village ownership in 1988 
and was not added to the list of ponds subject to the agreement. Therefore, the Park District has not participated in 
the maintenance of the pond. 
 
3. Are there options between dredging and the naturalization option? 
 
Yes.  The Village has developed a potential concept plan (see below) that incorporates some additional open water 
with some naturalized areas.  Due to the lack of a re-established creek channel, however, staff feels that additional 
implementation of upstream sediment and debris collection would be necessary.  The estimated cost of this hybrid 
approach with a larger expanse of open water would be between $700,000 to $800,000. Ultimately, this option 
would fill with sediment over time and create shallow stagnant pools similar to what currently exists in the pond.  
While this the hybrid option may be more desirable in the short term, it does not result in a long-term sustainable 
solution. 
   

          
                                                  
                                                  NATURALIZED/OPEN-WATER-HYBRID CONCEPT PLAN 
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4. What are the existing and proposed normal and high water elevations of the pond? 
 
The approximate pond elevation is 744.7 (feet above sea level) and the flood elevation is approximately 752.5.  
Depending on the option that is selected, the normal pond elevation will either stay the same, or be lowered roughly 
1 foot in the immediate area of the project.  Lowering the normal pond elevation may slightly lower the post-project 
flood elevations, but not significantly because the pond has a large tributary area and is located in the upper 
reaches of the floodplain. The project will not produce increased flood elevations or frequencies. The fill that will be 
placed in the naturalization option will be entirely below the normal pond elevation and as such, will not take away 
any flood storage capacity.  
 
5. How will this project affect the groundwater? 
 
If the full naturalization option is selected and the pond outlet is lowered, there is a chance that the normal 
groundwater elevation in the immediate area of the pond could be slightly lowered, depending on the soil’s 
characteristics of the surrounding properties. This change would be minimal, however. 
 
6. Will this project impact the existing retaining walls on the surrounding properties? 
 
This project will have little to no effect on the surrounding retaining walls, since there will be more storage and flood 
elevations will not be increased.   
 
7. How was the Village’s dredging estimate developed? 
 
Due to the technical nature of this project, the Village conferred with several consultants with specialties in this 
area. The original concept report that was prepared by Village consultants (True North, V3 and Living Waters), 
analyzed both mechanical dredging and hydraulic dredging.  Hydraulic dredging was estimated to be the most 
economical option, with an estimated cost of $412,000. This was based on an estimated amount of 6,000 cubic 
yards (CY) of clean sediment.  After receiving two reports analyzing the existing sediment, the estimated amount of 
sediment was revised to between 7,000 and 10,000 CY to achieve a total pond depth of 5 to 6’.  Using 8,400 CY of 
sediment to be removed, and adding $50 per CY due to the environmental requirements of the sediment disposal, 
the total estimate increased to approximately $968,800. 
 
8. Is stormwater being “illegally” drained from 75th Street into Robey Pond? 
 
No. To staff’s knowledge, there are no areas outside the normal tributary area draining into this pond.  The tributary 
area to Robey Pond is roughly 400 acres.  This area includes portions of 75th Street, Fairview Avenue, Main Street, 
and Lemont Road.  According to the Village’s records, there are several storm sewer systems that drain portions of 
these roads and the surrounding development toward Prentiss Creek via Robey Pond.  These sewer systems drain 
into the pond through five separate outlet pipes, each of which will be analyzed during final design to ensure 
optimum outflow into the basin, with minimal maintenance. 
 
This situation has existed this way for many decades.  Robey Pond is on Prentiss Creek and as the lower property, 
has the obligation of taking stormwater from higher ground.  The new widening work currently being undertaken by 
DuPage County along 75th Street will follow existing drainage patterns as well.  The County has built underground 
detention and water quality features into that project, which will not alter the stormwater drainage to Robey Pond. 
 
9. Will the proposed improvements increase the mosquito population? 
 
Mosquitoes breed in standing, stagnant water. This can happen anywhere and in urbanized areas most often 
occurs in storm sewer systems, backyard tire-swings, bird baths, wooded areas, “baby pools”, open water ponds, 
“dry” detention basins, and anywhere else water is allowed to form shallow stagnant pools.  A properly designed 
wetland basin can help reduce the mosquito population by providing a habitat for mosquito eating birds, like purple 
martins, and other wildlife such as dragonflies, which eat an enormous number of mosquitoes.   
 
10. If the pond were naturalized, would residents be able to fish? 
 
No. The naturalization option does not include areas for fishing. 
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11. Please provide the results of the soils tests. 
 
The soils testing reports are on the Village website. 
 
12. Could the Village prepare a Call for Bids for the dredging option? 
 
A Call for Bids could be prepared for a dredging option, but due to staff time constraints during the construction 
season, we would likely need to hire a consultant to help us prepare the documents.  It is not generally advisable to 
publicly bid a project that the Village does not fully intend to construct. The Village may have difficulty finding 
contractors who are willing to spend the time preparing a bid and the costs may not be as competitive as if it was a 
fully funded and supported project.  If a more refined cost estimate for the dredging option is desired, staff 
recommends hiring one or two consultants/contractors to prepare detailed cost estimates for comparison purposes.  
The estimated cost for this work is $5,000. 
 
13. What kind of maintenance activities and costs are expected once the project is completed? 
 
These activities can vary based on site conditions, but typically they will include selective herbiciding, periodic 
mowing, and overseeding.  It is not likely that prescribed burning would be used in this residential setting, but it 
could be one additional option.  Maintenance will likely be in the $5,000 to $10,000 range per year. 
 
14. Can the Village provide photos of naturalized areas that are close to residential property? 
 
Attached are some images of naturalized areas that are immediately adjacent to residential property. 
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15. How much would it cost if the Village created a Special Service Area so that the residents would pay for 
the incremental cost of dredging the pond? 
 
The Village could create a Special Service Area (SSA) to cover the incremental cost of dredging the pond. The 
incremental cost is estimated to be $427,000 (The cost of dredging, $950,000, minus the cost of naturalization, 
$523,000). If an SSA is created, an additional amount would be levied on the property tax bills for all properties 
located within the SSA boundaries. The amount paid by each property owner would depend on the taxable value of 
their property. 
 
Staff has identified four options for an SSA. In all options, staff has assumed a term of 20 years and an annual 
interest rate of 3.1%, an amount equal to the Village’s cost of borrowing money. The amount of money to be paid 
off and the number of contributing properties varies in each option. 
 
Option 1: Properties Abutting the Pond, Incremental Cost Only - In this option, the 34 properties abutting the pond 
property would be included in the SSA boundaries. The amount to be paid would be only the incremental cost 
between naturalizing the pond and dredging the pond. No reserve for future dredging would be included. Therefore, 
another SSA would likely have to be created in 2033 if the pond were to be dredged again at that time. 
 
Option 2: Properties Abutting the Pond, Incremental Cost Plus a Reserve for Future Dredging - In this option the 34 
properties abutting the pond property would be included in the SSA boundaries. The amount to be paid would be 
the incremental cost between naturalizing the pond and dredging the pond and an additional amount that would 
provide funding for the dredging of the pond in 2033. 
 
Option 3: All Properties in Valley View Estates, Incremental Cost Only - This option is the same as Option 1 but 
with all 137 properties in the subdivision included in the SSA boundaries. 
 
Option 4: All Properties in Valley View Estates, Incremental Cost Plus a Reserve for Future Dredging - This option 
is the same as Option 2, but with all 137 properties in the subdivision included in the SSA boundaries. 
 

 Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 

Principal Amount $427,000 $1,581,688 $427,000 $1,581,688

Total Annual Payment $28,967 $57,734 $28,967 $57,734

Average Annual Payment Per Property $852 $2,550 $213 $638

Minimum Annual Property Payment $390 $1,169 $99 $298

Maximum Annual Property Payment $1,149 $3,440 $1,022 $3,059

 


